The Differential Diagnosis Between Natural Death and Homicide, an Everlasting Challenge for the Forensic Pathologist: An Exemplar Case Report.
Most of the work performed by the forensic expert is to find proof for different plausible hypotheses that may be used in a trial to serve justice purposes when the "identity" of a case is already unveiled. Yet the previous phase of the investigation is also of great importance, and sometimes (like in the presented case), it represents the core element of the entire investigation. The appropriate determination of the differential diagnosis between a natural death and a death of forensic interest (ie, homicide) is the first and crucial step in the classification of a case. This article analyzes the case of the body of a man found lying on the border of a country road with his wrists tied up with rope and the resulting investigation performed by the medicolegal forensic expert. In the end, as more specific examinations where performed aimed to find the truth, the final conclusions excluded a violent death and confirmed that the cause of the death was an acute myocardial infarction.